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Pianist Yolanda Tapia and singer Camila Montefusco co-founded the Obsidiana Duo with a clear mission: to celebrate the rich tapestry of Ibero-American musical culture and amplify the voices of historically overlooked composers.

Renowned internationally as a prize-winning collaborative pair, the duo has been featured in CollabFest and Collabaret 2020, and the International Keyboard Collaborative Arts Society in 2021. Noteworthy accolades include the First Prize at the Puerto Rico Collaborative Piano Competition, and a fellowship with the Toronto Summer Music Festival where they worked under the tutelage of Wolfram Rieger, Benjamin Appl, and Steven Philcox. They also participated in the Evolution Classical artistic residency at the Banff Centre, mentored by David Harrington and Paul Wiancko from the Kronos Quartet, the Gryphon Trio, Dinuk Wijeratne, Tom Allen, Patricia O’Callaghan, Marie Jossée Chartier, and Parmela Attariwara.

Highlights of their previous season include their inaugural national tour with Prairie Debut and the debut of ‘Circular Sky’ - a commissioned piece by composer Alice Ping Yee Ho and writer Madeleine Thien, supported by SOCAN, Prairie Debut, and the Canada Council for the Arts. This collaboration sparked ‘AIRE,’ a thematic exploration of immigration and belonging within their repertoire.

In recognition of their artistic vision, the Duo received a Canada Council for the Arts grant, facilitating collaborations with costume designer Madeline LeBlanc and graphic designer Paula Vergara. This collaboration culminated in the visual elements for ‘AIRE y TIERRA’.

Their performances have been showcased on the stages of Music Toronto’s Celebration of Small Ensembles Concert Series, Music Monday Toronto, 5 at the First, and London’s In Diversity There is Harmony. Looking ahead to the 24/25 season, they look forward to touring ‘AIRE y TIERRA’ with Debut Atlantic.

Camila and Yolanda call Toronto home, where they continuously explore new avenues in their artistic journeys, driven by a deep commitment to forging genuine and impactful connections with their audiences.



OBSIDIANA DUO 
Pianist Yolanda Tapia and singer Camila Montefusco co-founded the Obsidiana Duo with a clear mission: to celebrate the vibrant tapestry of Ibero-American musical culture and give voice to composers who have been historically overlooked. 

Renowned internationally as a prize-winning collaborative pair, the duo has been featured in CollabFest and Collabaret 2020, and the International Keyboard Collaborative Arts Society in 2021. Recent achievements include a First Prize at the Puerto Rico Collaborative Piano Competition, a fellowship with the Toronto Summer Music Festival, and an artistic residency at the Banff Centre.

Highlights of their previous season include their inaugural national tour with Prairie Debut and the debut of ‘Circular Sky’ - a commissioned piece by composer Alice Ping Yee Ho and writer Madeleine Thien, supported by SOCAN, Prairie Debut, and the Canada Council for the Arts. This collaboration sparked ‘AIRE,’ a thematic exploration of immigration and belonging within their repertoire. Looking ahead to the 24/25 season, they look forward to touring ‘AIRE y TIERRA’ with Debut Atlantic.

Camila and Yolanda call Toronto home, where they explore meaningful routes of their artistic ventures. Creating sincere and purposeful connections with their audiences is what drives them forward.




Camila Montefusco 
Camila Montefusco is a storyteller at heart. Born in Brazil, the mezzo-soprano started her career as a violinist, playing classical and popular music in numerous Symphony Orchestras. She eventually fell in love with the voice while performing as a pit musician for opera productions, and since then, has won a series of vocal competitions in Brazil, Canada, the US, and Russia. She received her master's in voice from Western University and was a 21-22 Rebanks Fellow at the Glenn Gould School.

As a co-founder of the Obsidiana Duo, Camila is dedicated to the importance of Ibero-American musical culture and history. By bringing the music of historically overlooked composers to the stage, she strives to amplify the voices of communities that have long been silenced. In the 23/24 season, the duo completed their first national tour on the artistic roster of Prairie Debut, and in 24/25 they will tour their latest curation with Debut Atlantic.

This season, Camila will appear with the Atelier Lyrique de l’Opéra de Montréal, making her mainstage debut as Maman in L'enfant et les sortilèges. Whether in opera or recital, she hopes to connect with people through art and inspire change in a world that hungers for it.




Yolanda Tapia 
Yolanda Tapia is a multifaceted musician, international pianist, educator, vocal coach, and Fulbright Scholar. She is actively engaged with numerous educational institutions, such as the University of Toronto, El Sistema Toronto, and the Community Music Schools of Toronto. Previously, she was the staff and collaborative pianist at the Instituto Superior de Música in Veracruz and Western University. 

Her commitment to the music community is evident through co-founding collaborativepianist.info and Cybercollab 2021. As a member of Obsidiana Duo, Yolanda has embarked on national tours with Prairie Debut and Debut Atlantic alongside her duo partner, Camila Montefusco.

Mexican-born, Yolanda has performed as a soloist with the Xalapa Symphony Orchestra and CSU Symphony Orchestra.  As an orchestral and chamber musician, she has performed with various ensembles, including a residency with Holland America’s Lincoln Center Stage Piano Quartet. She has won awards at Mexico’s Chamber Music National Competition, the CSU concerto competition, Xalapa Symphony Orchestra Concerto Competition, and the Kiwanis Festival. 

She has taught piano and collaborative piano masterclasses at the University of Veracruz, FIM Loja in Ecuador, Cambrian College, and presented lecture recitals at CollabFest2021, Latin American Chamber Players, Western University, and El Canto Online.

Yolanda holds a Bachelor of Music from the University of Veracruz, a Master of Music degree from Colorado State University, and a Doctor of Musical Arts from the University of Western Ontario. When not performing, she delights in experiencing live music across a spectrum of genres, ranging from heavy metal and punk - to rock and jazz.
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